
April 11, 1988

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Region III
841 Chestnut Building
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Re: Mail Code 3HW12

Attn: Suzanne Billings:

This is to confirm our phone conversation of April 4, 1988.

E. F. Houghton & Company owns and occupies two buildings in the
Valley Forge Corporate Center. One of these buildings is an office
building and the other is a research laboratory.

As you would surmise, our research laboratory uses hundreds of
chemicals many of which are considered to be hazardous by OSHA
definition. Since we deal largely with oils and solvents, we are
especially careful not to release these to the aquifer. Spent solvents
and oils are collected separately in drums and are taken from the
premises by a licensed transporter. Water soluble materials are
released as permitted to the sewer.

We do not use trichloroethene, or trans-1,2-dichloroethene.
Small amounts of 1,1,1-trichloroethane are used in this facility to
degrease test panels for rust preventive tests. The spent solvent is
handled as described above.

At the conclusion of our conversation, you indicated that our
phone conversation constituted an initial response to your letter of
March 31, 1988 and that you were extending the starting date to
April 22, 1988 by which time you will have consulted your superior
about the nature of the response you expect from us.

Very truly yours,

Ell is Abrams
Technical Consultant

EA/jh

AR200627

EF. HOUGHTON & CO./MADISON & VAN BUREN AVENUES/VALLEY FORGE, PA 19482-0930/PHONE: (215) 666-4000



(Red)

April 18, 1988

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Region III
841 Chestnut Building
Philadelphia, PA 19107

RE: Mail Code 3HW12

ATTENTION: Suzanne Billings

In our conversation of April 11, 1988, you outlined those items which you
would like us to address.

We attach a list of hazardous chemicals which are ordinarily present in
our laboratory for research purposes or for sample preparation. With only a
few exceptions, we store these chemicals, where applicable, in 5 gallon cans.
This list of chemicals is essentially the list we prepared for our response for
Section 311 (SARA) information.

Waste handling. Each individual laboratory has 5 gallon waste containers
for three categories of waste: (1) hazardous waste solvents with a flash point
of 140°F or less, (2) hazardous waste containing barium compounds in oil, and
(3) nonhazardous waste consisting of a wide variety of soluble oils, hydraulic
fluids, metal cutting, metal drawing compounds and competitive samples which
mirror our general fields of activity.

Hazardous waste 1 is stored in drums in our solvent room until collected
by our waste hauler. Hazardous waste 2 is also stored in the solvent room until
picked up by the waste hauler. Waste 3 is collected and stored in an above
ground 2,000 gallon tank. Periodically, this material is collected by the waste
hauler for disposal.

On our laboratory site are two underground oil separators. These separators
handle different parts of our laboratory. The influent to these tanks consists
of aqueous waste other than sewage. The effluent discharges to the sewer lines
which lead to the Lower Providence Township sewage plant. The accumulated oil
in the separators is pumped out on an as needed basis by a waste hauler.

I trust this provides you with the information you require for your survey.
Please let us know if we can be of further assistance.

Very truly yours,

Ellis Abrams AR20Q628
Technical Consultant

Enclosures

E.F. HOUGHTON & CO./MADISON & VAN BUREN AVENUES/VALLEY FORGE, PA 19482-0930/PHONE: (215) 666-4000
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